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Wheaton College Summer 
Courses 


IBERAL ARTS courses in a variety 

of subjects are offered for summer 
study at Wheaton College (Ill.) on its 
home campus in suburban Wheaton, 
located twenty-five miles west of 
Chicago. 

Students may enroll for two, four, 
six, eight, or ten weeks of study and 
earn as much as twelve college credit 
hours. 

The inter-session period of two 
weeks, June 14 to 24, is the answer to 
busy persons desiring to pick up two 
hours of college credit. A wide range 
of courses is offered including the 4th 
annual Summer Institute of Missions 
for Christian workers, pastors, teachers, 
and missionaries. The institute con- 
tinues through the first term of the 
summer school. 

Regular summer terms run from June 
25 to July 22, and from July 23 to 
August 19. More than seventy regular 
faculty members and nine visiting in- 
structors constitute the summer teach- 
ing staff. 

Departments offering a variety of 
courses are education and psychology; 
physical education, and departments of 
English, speech, and foreign languages. 
In the sciences, courses in biology, 
mathematics, physics, geology, and 
chemistry add to the home campus cur- 
riculum, while field sciences are taught 
at Wheaton’s Black Hills, South Dakota, 
campus. 

In the division of the social sciences, 
courses in history and political science, 
sociology, and anthropology may be 
selected for summer study. Courses 
in music are also available. 

For the Christian worker, student of 
Bible or Christian education, a rich 
curriculum is arranged by the division 
of Biblical education and apologetics. 
Included are surveys of Old and New 
Testaments, Christian doctrine, history 
of philosophy, Christian apologetics, 
prophecy, and Greek exegesis. 


we 


Journeying to Alaska With the 
Christian Fellowship Party 








HRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP vacation 
trips under the sponsorship of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Tomes and in co-op- 
eration with the Northern Pacific Ry. 
always bring forth many expressions 
of appreciation from members of the 
tour party. For there is spiritual up- 
lift that comes from Christian fellow- 
ship and from the daily Bible studies 
on shipboard, led each morning by Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, one of the directors of 
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the Tuwes. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will be 
with this year’s party throughout the 
trip. . 

This twenty-first annual tour to 
Alaska will originate at Chicago, July 5 
and will return to that point July 25. 
Overnight stops will be made at Seattle 
and Mt. Rainier, Wash., Victoria, B. C., 
and Banff, Alta. Visits will be made to 
Vancouver, B. C., Lake Louise, Alta., 
Emerald Lake, and Moraine Lakes, 
and side trips will enable the tour 
party to see everything of interest and 
beauty. 

From July 12 to July 20, the tour 
party will be aboard the Canadian 
Pacific’s S.S. Princess Louise, traveling 
through the Inland Waterway to Skag- 
way, Alaska. 

If you are interested, a card sent to 
Mr. Jaeger, in care of THE SuNnDAY 
ScHooL Times, 325 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. asking for the 


* Alaska folder, will bring you full in- 


formation and costs. 
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Commentary on Leviticus. By An- 
drew Bonar. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $5.95.) Long ago 
this analysis of Leviticus was recog- 
nized as a capable work of classic 
stature. Charles Haddon. Spurgeon re- 
ferred to it as “very precious.” It 
takes its place now, in a complete and 
unabridged reprint edition, in the pub- 
lisher’s “Classic Commentary Library” 
series. Any student of the Word of 
God will profit by the enlightening 
expositions here presented. The signifi- 
cance of the varieties of Old Testa- 
ment sacrifices, the priesthood, the Day 
of Atonement, Jewish public festivals, 
among other subjects to be found in 
the Book of Leviticus, are skillfully 
and satisfyingly discussed. The themes 
are treated in the light of their imme- 
diate context, and also as related to 
the New Testament in their typical as- 
pect. This important work should be 
in the library of every Gospel preacher 
and Bible teacher. 


I See 4. By Mildred Krentel. (Loi- 
zeaux Bros., Inc., New York 10; $2.50.) 
In rhyme and rhythm the favorite Bible 
story of the three Hebrew children 
Swings along with pictures that show 
how the people of Daniel’s time looked 
and acted. Very funny pictures they 
are, too. And added to the Scripture 
account is the enchantment of imagi- 
nary touches: the measuring man who 
climbed the whole ninety feet of Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s image, then, having fas- 
tened the tape at the top of its head, 
slid all the way down to the ground. 
And when the three Hebrew boys— 
one tall, one middle-sized, and one a 
fat shorty—stand up straight in the 
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Victorious Life Conferences 
at America’s Keswick 


HE summer conferences at Amer- 
a Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J., 
offer a fine opportunity for spir- 
itual and physical refreshment in com- 
pany with other Christians and amid 
beautiful surroundings. There will be 
eight Victorious Life Conferences again 
this summer. Meetings are held, as a 
rule, in the mornings and evenings, 
leaving the afternoons free for tennis, 
boating, canoeing, swimming, horseback 
riding, and other forms of recreation. 

This summer’s conferences are as fol- 
lows: ; 

Memorial Day—May 27 to 30 

Fourth of July—July 1 to 4 

First July—July 9-17 

Ministers’—July 18-21 

Second July—July 23-31 

Young Peoples’—August 5-14 

Second August—August 20-28 

Labor Day—September 2-5 

An illustrated folder, giving the 
names of the speakers, directions for 
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THE LAW 


When our Lord was on earth, He summarized the total- 
ity of God’s law declared in the Old Testament as love of 
God and love of one’s neighbor. He said that on these 
two commandments depended all the Law and the Prophets. 
Before Calvary, He gave a new commandment to His disci- 
ples that they should “love one another.” “By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another” (John 13:35). In 1 Corinthians 16:22 it is 
stated that if one fails to love the Lord Jesus Christ he is to 
be accursed. The greatest sin under the Old Covenant was 
not adultery, theft, or murder. It was failure to love God, 
the Creator. The greatest sin under the New Covenant 
is failure to love Christ the Redeemer, who is God incarnate. 
We tend to adopt our concepts and standards of right and 
wrong from society around us rather than from the Scrip- 
tures. What the world says is wrong, we condemn. What 
the world ignores, we are prone to ignore. Like the Phari- 
sees of old, we quickly neglect the weighty matters of the 
Law but easily add to the Law our lesser standards of social 
do’s and don’t’s. These standards sometimes are extra- 
Biblical. Frequently they are the ground upon which we 
are accepted or refused in the church or Christian organiza- 
tion to which we belong. Were we to recognize the 


OF LOVE 


primacy of God’s standards and to emphasize the obligation, 
first, to obey His commandments, the situation—in which 
we emphasize the secondary and neglect that which is 
primary—would not be as serious as it has become. The 
tragedy is that so often, perhaps unintentionally, we have 
substituted the tradition of Christian society for the moral 
Law of God. God’s Law is absolute, unchanging. Man’s 
standards so‘often are relative to the local situation, cus- 
toms, and traditions. One has only to travel a little to 
be impressed with the variety of social customs that are 
regarded as ‘normative in evangelical circles in different 
parts of the world. “What is correct and accepted in 
one country may be forbidden in another. However, God’s 
will does not change. There is “no variableness” with 
Him. He has said that the first commandment is love 
of God. Christ’s new commandment is that we love one 
another. Love is not optional. It is obligatory. There- 
fore, the law of love and works of love should be the 
Christian’s continuous concern. Other rules and standards 
governing our behavior are secondary. “He that loveth 
not knoweth not God; for God is love” (1 John 4:8). 
“Let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth” (1 John 3:18). 





Lesson for May 8 in this issue 





Lesson 6.—The Peacemakers. 
Matthew 5:9, 21-26, 38-48; Mark 10:35-45. 





The Spirit of the Age 


Our need of watchfulness 
By Dr. J. Stuart Holden 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“I will heal their backsliding, I 
will love them freely: for mine 
anger is turned away from him” 
(Hos. 14:4). 




















“Nevertheless, when the Son of man 
cometh, shall he find the faith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18:8, A.S.V., marg.) 


THE Parable of the Importunate 
Widow who moved the judge to 
righteous action, Christ draws the 

lesson that God, whose care is for His 
people, will speedily avenge them. But, 
He says, when He so stretches forth 
His hand, and expresses His power in 
that great day when Christ shall come 
again, “Shall he find the faith on the 
earth?” This is a solemn question. It 
is, as a modern writer has said “a pass- 
ing shadow on the soul of Jesus.” He 
sees away down the vista of the ages 
defection on the part of the very elect; 
He sees maintained opposition and an- 
tagonism to the things of God; He sees 
supermaterialism and_ selfishness in- 
vading even the sanctuary of God, 
when those who know Him and trust 
Him will be tested right down to the 
very foundation of their being. It will 


be well for us to ponder this question, 
not only in its general but also in its 
personal significance, that when He 
comes, as come He will, we may be 
found among those whose faith has not 
been made shipwreck. May the faith 
of which Christ speaks be found in us 
at His return! 

“Nevertheless, when the Son of man 
cometh, shall he find the faith on the 
earth?” Now there is a fundamental 
assumption here that Christ is, indeed, 
coming again, and that He is coming 
with a discriminating ministry. He is 
coming as ruler and judge; He is com- 
ing as the seeking Lord, not seeking to 
save the lost, but to deliver the saved 
ones from all that has, in any wise, en- 
tangled and debilitated them. That is, 
indeed, the. whole teaching of the Ad- 
vent message. But, in the meanwhile, 
He recognizes that His delay tests His 
people. Why is it that truth seems to 
be forever on the scaffold, and wrong 
seems to be forever on the throne? 











Why is it that the foes of Christ seem 
to flourish and to increase in strength? 
These are questions that have agitated 
the, people of God in all ages since 
Christ went away; and He recognizes 
that this delay is going to be a sover- 
eign test of the faith of His people, and 
hence the question: “When the Son of 
man cometh, shall he find the faith on 
the earth?” He teaches that the cause 
of the delay is as someone has well 
said, just love taking counsel with wis- 
dom; and this delay, which tests His 
people is, at the same time, an expres- 
sion of His long-suffering toward those 
who do not repent. 

Christ frankly discloses to men the 
hardness of the way of discipleship. 
He never passes over difficulties; He is 
never blind to the danger of faith’s 
declining because men’s experiences 
seem to contradict God’s assurances. 
And it is because He recognizes the 


danger that He warns His people in . 


this question: “When the Son of man 
cometh, shall he find the faith on the 
earth?” There can be no possible ques- 
tion as to His finding faith, faith in 
the abstract, but a faith that may have 
no moral quality whatever. 

What is faith in the abstract? It is 
that capacity by which men and women 
give assent to things that are demon- 
strated by ordinary proof. But the 
faith which Christ seeks is that capac- 
ity of the soul for believing that which 
is not perfectly understood, and assent- 
ing to that which is not seen. Men 
have faith in all sorts of things today. 
Witness the adherence which men give 
to systems that are unscriptural. Yes, 
Christ at His coming will find faith on 
the earth, a misleading faith, but will 
He find the faith? 

What is true faith? Surely it is be- 
lieving the revelation of God which 
Christ Himself brings to men. But it 
does not stop there; that is the foun- 
dation of faith. But what are its im- 
plications? Obedience; loyalty; watch- 
fulness. The faith is nothing less than 
a surrendering union to all the appre- 
hended facts of God as Christ has made 
them known. Real faith is not that 
which I hold, but rather that which 
holds me. Real faith is not that to 
which I assent; but that to which I 
submit. Real faith is not an object of 
worship, but an impulse of life; it is 
not a mere passivity, but a living, en- 
ergizing passion. 

“When the Son of man cometh, shall 
he find the faith on the earth?” This is 
in no sense a pessimistic question. In- 
deed, His teaching is characterized by 
the spirit of optimism. We see Him 
taking the most degraded, and saving 
and lifting them. We see Him with a 
mere handful of disciples, and yet look- 
ing forward to a Kingdom whose boun- 
daries would be immeasurable. We 
hear Him saying to a small and feeble 
flock of His followers: “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” 

Yes, Christ’s teaching is full of op- 
timism, and yet there is this “passing 
shadow on His soul”—“will he find the 


faith on the earth?” He knows, and, 
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therefore, He seeks to forearm His peo- 


‘ple; to awaken in them a spirit of 


alertness. 

The implications are that faith will 
be hard to maintain. “In the last days 
perilous times shall come. For men 
shall be . . . lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God.” We do not need 
to turn to the Epistles for proof of this; 
we can read it at every turn of life’s 
way. If in these latter days faith is to 


Security 
By Grace Robinson 


HEN no man stands beside thee, 
God is at thy side; 
When no path leads thee onward, 
God.will be thy guide. 


When empty is thy storehouse, 
God will yet provide; 
And e’en shouldst thou prove faithless, 


(Continued on page 339) Faithful will He bide. 








Announcement 


| pee several months Dr. Philip E. Howard, Jr., President and Editor 
of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs has been under a severe physical 
handicap.and has been absent from the office most of this period. 
Meanwhile, Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Associate Editor, has been serving 
as Acting Editor and Mr. C. Stacey Woods has in part been representing 
Dr. Howard. 

As this announcement is being prepared, Dr. Howard has gone to 
New England for a series of examinations and brain surgery. It is hoped 
that this will relieve his condition and ultimately will mean his restora- 
tion to health and strength. 

Under the circumstances, and in order to insure the continuation of 
the ministry of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, certain emergency measures 
had to be taken. Dr. Howard has resigned as President and his resigna- 
tion has been accepted by the Board of Directors. He will, however, 
continue to function as Chairman of the Board and Consulting Editor. 
At its last meeting, the Board of Directors elected Mr. C. Stacey Woods, 
who was the personal choice of Dr. Howard, as President, and Mr. John 
W. Lane, Jr., as Editor. Mr. Alan M. Fletcher has been appointed 
Associate Editor. We anticipate that, upon his release from the Army, 
Mr. Thomas T. Howard will join the editorial staff of the TIMEs. 

Will you pray for Dr. Howard, the members of his family, for the 
Directors and the staff of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs that the ministry 
of the TIMES may continue true to the Lord and to His holy Word and 
may be maintained on the high spiritual and ethical level that has 
characterized it through the years. 

The management of the TIMEs assures its readers that while certain 
improvements are being put into effect, no change of policy is con- 
templated. The unusual helps on the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons will be continued each week together with other regular 
features. A number of outstanding articles are scheduled for the sum- 
mer and fall months. Among them are: 

“The Midnight Cry,” by Sumner Osborne. A series of six articles 
telling how the truth of the Lord’s return was recovered to the 
Church during the 19th century. 

“Law, Legalism, and Liberty,” by Charles C. Ryrie, Th.D., Ph.D., 
President of Philadelphia College of Bible. Five articles defining 
these terms, and designed to clear up the confusion regarding them 
that often exists in the minds of Christians. 

“The Road to One-World Church,” by Oliver W. Price. Three 
articles that raise the searching questions, “Did Christ pray for 
ecumenical unity?” and “Christian unity or world conformity?” and 
stating clearly what is the key to Christian unity. 

“The Army and the Christian Religion,” by Thomas T. Howard. 
What is the attitude of the U. S. Army toward religion? Does it 
encourage a religious program? 

What is more, a series of four or five articles on “The Deeper Life,” 
which includes addresses given by outstanding Christian leaders at a 
recent conference at Calvary Baptist Church, New York; a series of 
seven articles on “The Crisis in World Missions,” by Arthur F. Glasser, 
Assistant Home Director of the Chin Inland Mission; a series on 
“Modern Theological Trends,” by John Stam, of the Latin America 
Mission; and a series on “The Meaning of Worship,” by A. W. Tozer, 
editor of the Alliance Witness, all are projected for the months ahead. 

And all of these will come to you on improved paper stock as recently 
announced; which will mean better printing reproduction, better condi- 
tion upon delivery, and longer life for file and reference purposes. 
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By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


Auca Indians I was painfully con- 

scious of my ignorance. I have 
been asked if I thought the Auca’s 
intelligence was below average. My 
answer is No. If an Auca were asked 
to rate my intelligence, however, I feel 
sure his answer would be “below aver- 
age.” I was ignorant of the Aucas’ 
crafts, of their foods (what was edible, 
what was not; how to obtain, plant, 
or prepare the foods), of their customs 
and legends, of the flora and fauna of 
their forests, of their history, and the 
long, detailed stories of killings, which 
they knew so well. I even found I 
could not follow a jungle trail without 
help. To an Auca the streets of New 
York would probably look very much 
alike, though he would not lose his 
orientation. To me, however, the trails 
of the forest looked hopelessly alike, 
when I could see them at all, and often 
they seemed to disappear altogether 
and I would go rushing off on what I 
took to be the trail, only to be called 
back with “Where in the world do you 
think you’re going?” It was unbeliev- 
able to the Indian that a white woman 
could be so heedless. 

But nowhere did I sense the gulf be- 
tween us as I did in my ignorance of 
the language. This is the area in 
which, except in the rarest cases, a 
man remains a foreigner all his life. 

Even in America, where our edu- 
cation is supposed to have produced 
some degree of understanding and tol- 
erance toward all peoples, it is diffi- 
cult for any of us not to regard one 
who speaks broken English as slightly 
ignorant. To say that my Auca was 
“broken” would be a euphemism. What 
must they have thought of the two 
foreign women who jabbered unintel- 
ligibly to one another? When spoken 
to I could offer only monosyllables in 
reply, often so far from the correct 
form as to be quite unrecognizable. 
It was easy to think, “Oh, well, I only 
forgot to nasalize one vowel. They 
ought to be able to recognize that.” 
Suppose a foreigner who was learning 
English said “pigpen” instead of “Big 
Ben,” excusing himself with, “Oh, well, 
I only used the wrong consonant.” The 
difference is not greater between the 
p and b to an English ear, than be- 
tween an ordinary a and a nasalized 
a to an Auca ear. 

One of the greatest difficulties for us 
was the assumption of most of the 
Aucas, like Maenkamu, that we under- 
stood them perfectly. The fact that 
we got a word here and there, and 
every now and then managed to pro- 
duce a whole sentence that was in- 
telligible to them, only confirmed their 
Suspicion that we really knew what 
they were saying. When on occasions 
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3. The Earless Foreigners 


Formidable Auca language barriers 


This is the third article in a series 

of four taken from the manuscript of 

Mrs. Elliot’s new book, “My Kinsman 

the Savage,” to be published late 

this year by Harper and Brothers, 

New York. The fourth article will 
appear next week. 








it became unmistakably evident to 
them that we did not understand, they 
gave up in disgust and called us “ear- 
less,” or used a word meaning “their 
ears are hole-less.” They thought for 
a while that my difficulty was due to 
my hair covering my ears. “Why don’t 
you shave the hair in front of your 
ears so you can hear?” This was too 
high a price to pay, but I did oblige 
them by pushing my hair behind my 
ears for a week or so to prove to them 
that this did not help. 

Several of the men seemed to make 
a special effort to help me to under- 
stand. I was unspeakably grateful for 
this. Gikita would repeat the name 
of an animal or flower dozens of times 
for me. Even after I was quite sure I 
had reproduced it correctly, he kept 
shouting it at me, laughing, and ask- 
ing if I had written it down. “Now 
you will remember!” he would say. 

Dabu would punctuate his conver- 
sations with “Do you hear/understand?” 
(The word is the same.) Honesty fre- 


nen ee 


quently forced me to say No. This 
discouraged him and he would give up 
the attempt, when I wanted badly to 
hear him continue, and to try to get 
what I could. After this I tried to nod 
ambiguously or repeat the verb he had 
used in his question, “I hear.” It was 
the only way to encourage conversa- 
tion and this was, of course, the only 
way to learn the language. There is 
no substitute for hearing it, hour after 
hour, day in and day out. Some of it 
is bound to be absorbed at least sub- 
consciously if not through the effort of 
intellect. 

Rachel and I spent nearly the whole 
of our time in language study. But 
this could mean anything that we did 
in the company of the Aucas, as well 
as actual paper work or informant 
work. To fish or swim with them, go 
to the forest to collect fruit, or share 
their chicha around the fire was to study 
the language. We were never without 
our little notebooks and pens, listening, 
straining to catch new suffixes, new 
uses of words we knew, new intona- 
tions, as well as new words. 

Intonation is one of the most essential 
elements of a language. We know that 
an English sentence can assume any 
number of different meanings, express- 
ing different emotions, according to the 
intonation used. The simple inquiry, 
“Where have you been?” becomes an 
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Photo by Elisabeth Elliot 


Gikita Laughs To Hear Me Try To Speak His Language 
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accusation when the first and third 
words are slurred and heavily accented. 
In a foreign language it is as important 
to use the intonation pattern of that 
language as it is to use the vowel pat- 
tern. I had many times been misun- 
derstood when speaking a foreign 
language and observed others misun- 
derstood, merely because of a mistake 
in intonation. I have even seen an 
Ecuadorian turn away in disgust, think- 
ing an American was speaking English 
to him because the American was us- 
ing a purely English intonation with 
Spanish words. ‘ 
The Auca language, like any other, 
has its peculiar pattern. There was 
one habit the significance of which still 
has me baffled. Certain words—any 
words, provided they occured in cer- 
tain positions—were “roared” instead 
of spoken, with a strong explosive 
breath which emptied the lungs. 
Others were pronounced with a suck- 
ing in of the breath. This, too, de- 
pended on the context or emphasis 
given to those words at certain times, 
rather than to an integral element of 
the pronunciation of the particular 
word. Often words were truncated to 
the extent that they were unrecogniz- 
able to us. We are inclined to be 
annoyed by these peculiarities when 
we encounter them in a language we 
are trying to learn, but we would do 
well to sympathize with those who 
are trying to learn English, and hear 
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Americans use phrases like “Jeetjet?” 
(meaning “Did you eat yet?”). The 
old classic of American slang (“Jeet?” 
“No, jew?” “No. Leseet.”) is not worse 
than many of the Auca contractions, 
and of course where there is no writ- 
ten language with which to compare 
what we record, the difficulties are in- 
creased. 
Verb roots were often employed 
without the identifying suffixes that 
tell us who does the acting. There 
were sounds that we could not identify 
as either vowels or consonants. There 
were others that were pronounced dif- 
ferently by different individuals. We 
wrote in the standard phonetic script, 
but have been unable as yet to dis- 
cover which elements are _ significant 
in the language. In other words, there 
is yet no such thing as an “Auca al- 
phabet.” It can be written, as any 
human vocal sound may be written, 
with phonetic symbols. But this is a 
very different thing from knowing 
which of these symbols are necessary 
to the language with which we deal. 
One of the greatest helps to the col- 
lection of data was my tiny tape re- 
corder, a six-pound machine that ran 
on four flashlight batteries. It was 
easy to record conversations, mono- 
logues, singing. It was quite another | 
thing to transcribe the material to pa- 
per. With the help of Dayuma, who 
was a very superior informant after 
long experience with Rachel, I was 


Boys Laugh To Hear Their Voices on the Tape Recorder 











able to transcribe fifteen minutes’ 
worth of tape recording in five hours, 
This did not include any translation 
of the conversation. Translation, even 
if we worked through the Quichua 
language, which Dayuma knew, took 
another two hours or so, and then any 
number of hours might be spent in 
filing the data thus gained. One of the 
salient features of the Auca language 
is the use of suffixes. This meant that 
every word might be filed under five 
or six different headings, depending on 
the number of suffixes it contained be- 
sides the root. It was by means of 
this filing, laborious as it was, that 
we were able to analyze and classify. 
Rachel and I shared our material, she 
having already given me, a year earlier, 
much on which to build. By working 
independently, however, on_ separate 
files, we were often able to supple- 
ment one another’s work. 

Valerie was another help in the 
learning of the language. It took her 
almost no time to learn the phrases 
she needed to get along with the chil- 
dren, and she was soon mimicking the 
expressions of disdain which are so 
common, used freely by the Aucas on 
one another, and just as freely on us. 
Valerie used them on me. An Indian 
woman was spinning cotton thread on 
a very primitive spindle. “Here,” she 
said, handing it to me, “You try it.” 
I clumsily tried. Val walked in at 
that moment and shouted out the Auca 
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phrase meaning, “Everybody get a load 
of this!” 

Several times she came to me and 
said, “Mama, why do you say so-and- 
so (using my pronunciation of an Auca 
word)?” “What do the Aucas say?” 
I asked. She then gave me the correct 
form. She was very particular about 
pronunciation of nasals, and when I 
carelessly omitted them in the use 
of an Auca name when I was speaking 
English she mimicked the slip in a 
loud sneering tone, exactly as the Aucas 
do, finishing with their expression 
roughly equivalent to “Listen at her!” 
It was not that she was disrespectful 
to me in English. It was simply that 
she not only spoke Auca but thought 
in Auca. She accompanied her speech 
with Auca gestures as well, when ap- 
propriate. 

Some have asked me if the Auca 
language is a “rich” one. Here again, 
as in the question of the Auca intelli- 
gence quotient, the answer is relative. 
It is said that there is no such thing 
as an “inadequate” language—that is, 
inadequate for its own culture pattern. 
The Auca language is extremely rich 
in onomatopoeia (words derived from 
the sounds that they represent). I 
have found it quite impossible to trans- 
late fully an Indian man’s description 
of the hunt. His narrative is heavily 
punctuated with imitations, which are 
actual words, describing the leaping of 
a monkey from bough to bough, the 
chattering of that monkey, the sound 
of the dart as it strikes him, the plunge 
from the tree bough, the impact of the 
body on the ground, the whack of the 
machete as it finished him off. There 
are many words that are not properly 
called onomatopoeia that describe ideas 
(ideophones, perhaps). 

But in the attempt to express ab- 
stracts one feels that the Auca language 
is indeed inadequate. So far as I 
know, there are no words meaning “to 
be able,” or “to know.” Often the 
Aucas come around while I am speak- 
ing on the short wave radio to Shell 
Mera. They always ask, “What did 
they say?” More often than not, if 
they said anything more than “O.K.,” 
I cannot translate it into Auca. I do 
not know how to say “I can’t trans- 
late it,” or even “I don’t know.” I 
can only look blank and risk giving 
the impression that I am withholding 


information. Or, if they ask, “Is the 
airplane coming today?” I cannot say, 
“I don’t know.” I can say “I don’t 


see,” which is obvious, since they do 
not see it either, or “I don’t hear,” 
which makes less sense, since even 
they could hear the voice coming over 
the radio. They could not understand 
it, of course, but the word is the same. 
I once heard Dayuma say, ‘Coming it 
will come, not coming it will not 
come”—apparently her way of saying 
that she did not know whether or not 
the plane would come, but it illustrated 
the fact that literal translations are 
rarely possible, that thought patterns 
are completely distinct. 

And if communication proves so dif- 
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ficult in the material realm, how are 
we to convey anything of the spiritual? 
What communication can there be be- 
tween two such vastly differing cul- 
tures? What has one to say to the 
other? How can it be said? 

We know, of course, that the ade- 
quacy of the medium does not guaran- 
tee satisfactory results of the message. 
Jesus Christ Himself, the “personal ex- 
pression” of God, “came into his own 
creation, and his own people would 
not accept him” (John 1:11, Phillips’ 
translation). He said to Nicodemus, 
who had questioned Him about the 
new birth, “If I have spoken to you 
about things which happen on this 
earth and you will not believe me, 
what chance is there that you will 
believe me if I tell you about what 
happens in Heaven?” (3: 12.) 

But He was faithful in the telling. 
He expressed adequately and completely 
the person of His Father, and those 
who accepted His witness were given 
power to become sons of God. God 
put His own Word into man’s language. 
We have been given that Word. We 
have believed it, we are responsible 
to see that it is faithfully communi- 








cated, both visibly and _ verbally. 

Dayuma of course has perfect com- 
mand of the Auca language. She also 
has learned a great deal from Rachel 
that she can teach her people, and she 
faithfully does so. But what of the 
great words without which the Good 
News cannot be fully explained: love, 
believe, repent? These are all ex- 
pressed with a single Auca word, which 
may also mean simply “to remember, 
to have in mind.” When an Auca 
says he “believes,” does he mean only 
that he remembers what Dayuma has 
taught him? Does he repent of his 
sin or does he love it? 

These are only the barest examples 
of the immense problems faced by mis- 
sionaries throughout the world—ex- 
amples that deal only with words. 
What of the far greater problems of 
understanding the mind, the thought 
pattern of a “savage”? Is all this 
really necessary? Is it essential? It 
is. It is the sine qua non of the 
mechanics of communication. For the 
power, we are thrown back to the old 
truth, “The letter kills. The spirit 
gives life.” 

(To be continued) 


My Constant Companion 


Using a notebook to preserve Christian truth 


PANISH believers have a slogan that 

ought to be used in other countries 
also. They express it thus: “La 
farmacia del alma es la Palabra de 
Dios.” The English parallel is, “The 
pharmacy of the soul is the Word of 
God.” 

Life in this thermo-nuclear age can be 
hectic. Do you need tranquilizers in or- 
der to keep going? I suggest that there 
is no such medication or therapy as that 
which the Bible provides. Be a “soaker 
in” of the sweet nectar of Scripture. 

Shortly after my conversion to God, I 
developed the habit of carrying a small 
notebook with my Bible. In it I set 
down well-turned lines that helped me 
to a fuller understanding of some phase 
of Christian doctrine or life. As I 
listened to men of God expound the 
Word, it dawned upon me that these 
men had ruminated upon the verses and 
had consulted the best authorities, and 
what they said was highly quotable. 
Therefore, it seemed to me that I should 
not let such “handfuls of purpose” 
(Ruth 2:16) slip between my fingers. 
Here were nuggets, real gems, that 
ought to be grasped, and held, and 
stored in the files of memory. From 
time to time, the material could be re- 
viewed, as I had a few minutes to spare, 
and this always brought blessing. 
Moreover, when called upon to testify, 
or when I wished to pass on something 
that would be useful to another Chris- 
tian, there were always reservoirs in the 
little pocket-size book, my constant 
companion. 





By KENNETH L. MILES, Th.D. 


Our memories are often faulty. We 
hear a great truth expounded, and we 
believe that we shall remember without 
fail what has been said. But, check 
yourself two days later, and you will be 
appalled to find that your brain has 
been busy about so many other things 
meanwhile that, those golden, glistening 
gleanings of two days before have now 
been erased from the mind. To recall 
them is well-nigh impossible. 

Last Sunday, this writer saw several 
converts of recent vintage using their 
little books and enthusiastically setting 
down, in ink, helpful spiritual data. 
How it delighted his heart! Here, I 
thought, are young Christians who, 
within a year or so, will be out in ad- 
vance of some who have been saved 
five or ten years. These young Chris- 
tians, unable to assimilate all that was 
being said on the platform, could set 
down the salient statements, and then 
examine and masticate them later. 

The evangelist D. L. Moody repeatedly 
told his students at the Moody Bible In- 
stitute that this was his method, too. At 
his Massachusetts conference grounds he 
urged Christian people to prize truth 
and to write down those things that 
were highly significant and stimulating. 
Indeed, he used to say, the very act of 
writing them down aided in the stamp- 
ing of them upon the conscious mind 
and memory. To write a thing down 
frequently imprints it upon the mind. 
This is probably what Samuel Johnson 
meant when he said, “The true art of 


(Continued on page 340) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. MAY 8. 


THE PEACEMAKERS 


Matthew 5:9, 21-26, 38-48; Mark 10:35-45; printed text, Matthew 5:9, 21, 22, 38-48 
Golden Text.—Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.—Matt. 5:9 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God. 


21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in 
danger of the judgment: 

22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: 
and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in 
danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, 
shall be in danger of hell fire. 


38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 

39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but who- 
soever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the 
other also. 

40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take 
away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. 


41,And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with 
him twain. 

42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn not thou away. 

43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 

44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 

46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have 
ye? do not even the publicans the same? 

47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more 
than others? do not even the publicans so? 

48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE Lord Jesus does not teach that 
1 estabiisning peace among men is a 

condition of becoming a child of 
God. But He does insist that His peo- 
ple, who have been born again into 
God’s family, cultivate qualities of peace 
in their own hearts and do all in their 
power both to live peaceably and to 
further the cause of peace among men. 

The spirit of revenge must be elim- 
inated. Bitterness of soul, contempt 
toward one’s brother, the harboring of 
malicious thoughts must be replaced 
by kindliness and the spirit of recon- 
ciliation. Retaliation must yield to gen- 
erosity. Hatred must give way to love. 
False, selfish ambition must be aban- 
doned in favor of the spirit of sacrifice 
and loving service. 

Peace among men is not secured by 
rivalry, competition, brooding jealousy, 
and lurking fear. It follows in the 
wake of unselfishness, love, considera- 
tion, and+ humility of heart. It will 
have stability when based upon the 
virtues of character rather than solely 
upon military force. The Gospel of 
Christ produces such virtues. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 5:9.—“Blessed are the peace- 
makers: for they shall be called the 
children of God.” Literally, “sons of 
God.” “Happy” are those who having 
made their own peace with God and 
received serenity of soul, seek to pacify 
enemies and prevent the sorrows of 
strife. They do not become God’s sons 


as the result of their efforts, but are 
thereby proved to be His sons. 
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Verse 21—“Ye have heard that it was 
said ... Thou shalt not kill . . . whoso- 
ever shall kill shall be in danger of the 
judgment.” The first half of this com- 
mand is Exodus 20:13. The second half 
is not in the Old Testament; it was 
added later as exposition or comment. 
“In danger of” means “judicially liable 
to.” The “judgment” may refer to law 
courts (e.g., Deut. 16:18). 

Verse 22.—“But I say unto you... 
whosoever is angry with his brother 
without a cause shall be in danger of 
the judgment shall say to his 
brother, Raca ...in danger of the coun- 
cil... shall say, Thou fool .. . in danger 
of hell fire.” In the Greek the emphasis 
is on “I,” in contrast to rabbinical au- 
thority. God looks behind deeds to 
moods. Unreasoning anger, which may 
lead to murder is-evil. ‘“Raca” (Ara- 
maic, meaning “worthless”) suggests 
smoldering contempt and insolent scorn. 
The “council” is the Sanhedrin. The 
utterance “Thou fool” revealed an atti- 
tude of fixed, vengeful, passionate hos- 
tility. People who cherished such 
deadly enmity ran the risk of Gehenna 
(Greek, the loathsome burning area 
south of Jerusalem in the Valley of 
Hinnom). 

Verse 38.—“Ye have heard... An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” 
The law of proportionate retaliation 
was pronounced in Exodus 21:23-25 and 
in Leviticus 24:17-21. But the mood 
of vengeance was denounced (e.g., Lev. 
19:18). Lawbreakers were to be prose- 
cuted. Exact retaliation would (1) in- 
sure that the penalty exacted would be 
adequate; (2) protect offenders from 
excessive punishment. 


Verse 39.—“But I say ... resist not 
evil . . . whosoever shall smite thee on 


thy right cheek, turn to him the other 
also.” This relates to insult, not bodily 
attack. Were an attack involved, the 
blow would normally fall on the left, 
not the right cheek. Our Lord is urg- 
ing the spirit of calmness and serenity 
in the face of insult. True love for 
one’s neighbor enables one to arise 
above personal abuse. 

Verse 40.—“. . . if any man will sue 
thee at the law .. . take away thy coat, 
let him have thy cloke also.” The 
“coat” is the tunic worn next to the 
body. The “cloke” is the outer mantle. 
The meaning is: if you have been guilty 
and the court penalizes you, maintain 
the spirit of loving forbearance. Far 
from resisting the court’s decision, or 
holding it against your neighbor, be 
willing to admit your guilt and freely 
to surrender even that for which your 
accuser did not sue. 

Verse 41.—“. . . whosoever shall com- 
pel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain.” Roman authorities often forced 
the Jews to house them on journeys, 
bear their burdens, and submit to sim- 
ilar oppression. The law of the “sec- 
ond mile” demands an uncomplaining 
spirit, an unperturbed outlook, an 
equilibrium of soul that is engendered 
by love and dependent upon a daily 
walk with God. 


Verse 42.—“Give to him that asketh 
thee ... from him that would borrow 
of thee turn not thou away.” Our 
Lord does not teach that man must 
give or lend all that is asked, or ex- 
actly what is asked. Otherwise the 
rich would soon give all away to the 
poor, the poor would become rich, and 
the giving-receiving process would be 
repeatedly reversed. He is _ insisting 
upon true generosity of heart. 
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Verse 43—“Ye have heard ... Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine 
enemy.” The first words of this com- 
mand are in Leviticus 19:18, but the 
last words, “hate thine enemy,” are 
not in the Old Testament. They were 
part of the rabbinical teaching. After 
all, were not the Jews God’s “chosen 
people”? If so, were not other nations 
despicable? The Lord Jesus refutes this 
man-made doctrine. 


Verse 44.—“But I say ... Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you . . . pray 
for them which despitefully use... 
persecute you” (cf. Rom. 12:14, 20). 
This is the acme of loving generosity. 
It cuts across pagan standards of re- 
venge. It goes beyond passive accept- 
ance of wrong to active benevolence 
and prayer on behalf of wrongdoers. 
One may indeed defend his home or 
homeland against attack, but he must 
never be lured into personal hatred of 
his foes. 

Verse 45.—“That ye may be the chil- 
dren of your Father ... he maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and on the good 
.. sendeth rain on the just and... un- 
just.” “That ye may be sons” (Greek): 
this does not mean that loving one’s 
enemies is a condition of being born 
again into: God’s family. The thought 
is: “that ye may be revealed as sons,” 
or “that ye may grow more and more 
into the likeness of sons of God,” i.e., 
resembling Him increasingly. His im- 
partial beneficence in nature must be 
reflected in the attitudes of His people. 


Verse 46.-—“. . . if ye love them which 
love you, what reward have ye? do not 
even the publicans the same?” The 
publicans were despised Jewish tax 
collectors, who often preyed mercilessly 
on their own nation in raising money 
for Rome. Frequently extortioners, 
they were regarded as traitors to their 
people. Their ethics were considered 
abominable. Yet even they loved their 
families and those who _ befriended 
them. Surely the rest of the Hebrews 
would not wish to remain at the pub- 
lican’s moral level. 


Verse 47.—“. if ye salute your 
brethren only do not even the 
publicans so?” Public, often affection- 
ate or effusive greetings were custom- 
ary in Oriental lands. Christ was not 
condemning publicans as such (cf. Matt. 
21:31; Luke 18:10, 14). His thought 
was: surely you Hebrews want your 
own ethical standards to be higher than 
those of people you scorn! 


Verse 48.—“Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father ... in heaven is 
perfect.” “Ye therefore shall be per- 
fect” (Greek). Teleioi (Greek), trans- 
lated “perfect,” refers literally to spir- 
itual completeness or maturity (e.g., 1 
Cor. 2:6; Heb. 5:14). The ideal for 
believers is that their growth in self- 
effacing love should reach full maturity 
on earth. Their complete sanctification 
will be attained, however, only in Glory. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The world is crying out for peace. 
It is willing to pay almost any price 


April 23, 1960 (Lesson for May 8) 


Last Week’s Lesson 
5. May 1.—The Pure in Heart. Matthew 
5:8, 27-37; 23:25, 26; Luke 2:52; 
9:61, 62; Philippians 4:8 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. May 15.—The Christian in Society. 
( Matthew 5:10-16; 13:31-35 








if only open hostility can be avoided. 
Men have tried in many ways to estab- 
lish a just and durable peace. Treaties, 
covenants, and leagues have their place. 
But the Gospel of Christ is the most 
effective instrument for establishing 
peace ever known. 

The reason is clear. The most awful 
enmity is not that which divides man 
from man, but that which divides man 
from God. Human quarrels may be 
temporarily patched up by conferences, 
concessions, and compromise. But 
unless the abysmal gulf of enmity be- 
tween man and God is spanned, con- 
tinuing peace on earth is impossible. 
The Lord Jesus, in His atoning death 
on Calvary, bridged the chasm. He 
established peace between man and his 
Creator by the blood of His cross (Col. 
1:20). 

His disciples, having made their peace 
with God (cf. Rom. 5:1), are to culti- 
vate serenity of soul, equanimity un- 
der pressure, and the spirit of charity, 
forgiveness, and humility. Like oil on 
troubled waters they are to move 
among restless, frustrated, sensitive, 
covetous men, proving by the very 
calmness of their demeanor that peace 
of heart is possible. 
they are to be peacemakers, pointing 
men to their Saviour, who has broken 
down the barrier of sin between their 
souls and God, and who is ready to 


shatter the obstacles to friendship, 
fraternity, and peace, which divide 
men. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT will peacemakers be called? 
2. What mood that sometimes leads 
to murder does our Lord condemn? 

3. When an offerer realizes that his 
brother is at odds with him, what must 
precede his offering? 

4. Name two of Christ’s illustrations 
showing the need of going “beyond” 
demands made on His followers. 

5. Where did the words “and hate 
thine enemy”. (Matt. 5:43) originate? 

6. Name three verbs which our Lord 
taught should indicate our attitude to 
enemies. 

7. What summarizes Christ’s ethical 
ideal for His people? 

8. What suffering did James and 
John have to endure before sharing in 
Christ’s glory? 

9. What is real human “greatness,” 
according to our Lord? 

10. How did Christ on this basis re- 
veal that He was the “great” Son of 
God? 

(Answers on page 338) 


But supremely — 





Outline of the Lesson 

1. The reward for peacemaking (Matt. 
5:9) 

2. Heart attitudes necessary for peace- 
making (5: 21-26, 38-48) 

3. A threat to peacemaking (Mark 10: 
35-45) 


Topics for Development 

Christ Our Ransom (Mark 10:45; cf. 
Matt. 20:28). The Saviour illustrated 
the mood of unselfish service that must 
characterize His followers by citing His 
own example. He did not become in- 
carnate “to be ministered unto,” i.e., 
to lord it over men; but “to minister” 
as a servant of God unto men (cf. Phil. 
7D. ° 

The acme of His service was His 
death on Calvary which He here de- 
scribes as a “ransom.” What is a ran- 
som? It is the payment price that 
procures the release and freedom of its 
beneficiary. Men are by nature in 
bondage to sin, enslaved by evil, 
doomed to death. The Lord Jesus, our 
blest Redeemer, paid the ransom price 
for sin—His own efficacious blood (cf. 
1 Tim. 2:6). As the consequence, be- 
lievers are forever free. 


Practical Applications 

Let us take a test. If we fail, let us 
ask our Heavenly Father to forgive us 
and to pour out upon us an unusual 
portion of His loving Spirit. 

Have I recently flown into a rage? 
Do I still have a chip on my shoulder? 
Have I turned the other cheek or 
walked the second mile? 

Specifically, do I love that neighbor 
who obviously does not appreciate me? 
And do I pray for the lady whose pet 
dog digs up my shrubbery? 

Do I still covet the praise of men— 
recognition, honor, social promotion? 
Am I more concerned about these than 
about serving my generation? 

Can people tell that my tranquil heart 
is at peace with God and my neigh- 
bors? And am I furthering the cause 
of peace by telling men about the 
Prince of Peace? 7 

Do such questions bring us to our 
knees in sorrow and confession? 


Golden Text 

Matt. 5:9—‘“Blessed are the peace- 
makers: for they shall be called the 
children of God.” The world measures 
happiness by gain and personal recog- 
nition. The Lord Jesus taught that 
happiness is never secured at the ex- 
pense of others. Make your peace with 
God through His Son. Allow the peace 
of God to control your own soul. 
Then bring to distraught, warring men 
the message of peace. And you will 
experience a happiness about which the 
world knows nothing. 

MEDIA, Pa. 


ve 


Do not pray for easy lives! Pray to 
be stronger men. Do not pray for 
tasks equal to your powers. Pray for 
powers equal to your tasks.—Phillips 
Brooks. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 
“Q Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson—O God 
of love and peace, for Thy gentle kind- 
ness we thank Thee today. Make us 
like Thee in patient goodness and gen- 
tle love. Forgive us that we so easily 
become resentful and foolishly angry. 
Help us to be forbearing and forgiving 
toward one another as Thou art toward 
us. Bless this lesson study to the pro- 
moting of peace in our homes and daily 
life. .Send out Thy Gospel of peace to 
all people that men may come into 
peace with Thee and with one another. 
Show mercy to sad, suffering, and needy 
folk, and help us to see and do those 
things we should do for the comfort 
and relief of sufferers. Guide the 
leaders of the nations in the ways of 
right and peace. Multiply Christian 
homes, revive and purify Thy Church, 
and give freedom for the entrance of 
Thy Gospel into every land, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There is something 
Christlike about being a peacemaker. 
His was a mission of peace, to bring 
men into peace with God and one an- 
other. How can we be peacemakers? 

We can be peacemakers by helping 


people get right with God. We should . 


do what we can to help others turn to 
our Saviour. When they do, they come 
into peace with God, and we have 
helped bring it about. Next, we can 
be peacemakers by helping people to 
get right with one another. Many peo- 
ple bicker and quarrel and are at outs 
with each other. They need help to 
put themselves in the other person’s 
place, to look at things fairly, to take 
a kind attitude, and to follow gentle 
ways. Without being busybodies we 
can sometimes suggest to such people 
ways of settling their differences and 
living peaceably. Last of all, we can 
be peacemakers by care to avoid need- 
less strife. A little girl once said, “I 


PEAC 


was a peacemaker today.” “How?” asked 
her mother and the reply was, “I knew 
something that I didn’t tell.” That is 
one good way to avoid strife. Another 
is to be mild and gentle. To storm 
at people only makes trouble. Folk 
will take things said gently and lov- 
ingly that they would never take spoken 
angrily. 

Of course, we are not to seek peace 
at any price, at the expense of truth 
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and right. But we are to seek it at the 
sacrifice of our own pride, gain, ad- 
vantage, or enjoyment, and that is to 
be Christlike. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Blessed are the peacemakers . 
(Matt. 5:9).—This is a very troubled 
world; one thinks of Isaiah’s simile— 
“like the troubled sea, when it cannot 
rest, whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, 
to the wicked” (57:20, 21). 

But Christians know the “God of 
peace” and the “Prince of peace” who, 
in His times shall make “wars to cease 
unto the end of the earth” (Psa. 46:9). 
“He shall come down like rain upon 
the mown grass: as showers that water 
the earth. In His days shall the right- 
eous flourish; and abundance of peace 
so long as the moon endureth” (Psa. 
72:6, 7). 

At His first advent, the Lord Jesus 
“made peace through the blood of his 
cross” (Col. 1:20). As a consequence, 
believers are justified by faith and 
“have peace with God” (Rom. 5:1). 

The Apostle Peter, quoting the psalm- 
ist, says, “He who wishes to be well- 
satisfied with life and see happy days 
.. . let him inquire for peace and go in 
pursuit of it” (1 Pet 3:10-12, Wey- 
mouth). 

And the Apostle Paul said, “If you 
can, so far as it depends on you, live 
at peace with all the world” (Rom. 12: 
18, Weymouth). 

Those who have read Augustine’s 
“Confessions” may recall that he said 
his mother, Monica, “showed herself 
such a peacemaker, that heating on 
both sides most bitter things . . . never 
would disclose aught of one to the 
other, but what might tend to their 
reconcilement.” 

The Lord has the “Gospel of peace” 
for this weary world, and “beautiful 
are the feet” of all who are spreading 
it! (Rom. 10:15.) 

“... whosoever is angry .. . without 
a cause shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment” (Matt. 5:22)—The exhortation, 
“Be ye angry, and sin not” (Eph. 4: 
26), proves that anger can be without 
sin. 

“And when he had looked round 
about on them with anger, being grieved 
for the hardness of their hearts,” is 
written of our Lord Himself (Mark 3: 
5). But anger toward a brother that 
results in name calling is another and 
guilty thing. 

“The ‘judgment,’ the ‘council’ (or San- 
hedrin), and the ‘hell (Gehenna) of 
fire’ are three grades of penalty, as is 


” 








evident; but in the Kingdom of heaven 
all under one authority. . .. Anger in 
the heart, where causeless, and the rail- 
ing charges which men so lightly bring 
against one another, would be all crimes 
against an authority which had at its 
command not mere physical penalties, 
limited by the temporal life, but the 
awful Gehenna of fire—hell itself. It 
is not meant that under this divine 
government no mercy would be shown: 
that is not the point, nor what the 
words express. But such things would 
be within the range of jurisdiction, 
and man would be made to realize that 
there is a God who judgeth the hearts 
and by whom actions are weighed” 
(Numerical Bible). 

When Lee’s army escaped across the 
Potomac into Virginia after the defeat 
at Gettysburg, Lincoln was greatly dis- 
tressed; and in his disappointment and 
anger, wrote a sharp letter to the com- 
mander of the Union Army, General 
Meade. But after the letter had been 
written, he decided not to send it for 
fear that, in the intensity of his feel- 
ing, and in his mortification, he should 
wound or do an injustice to a faithful 
general. Oh, that many sharp letters 
that have been written had never been 
sent! 


“But I say unto you, That ye resist 
not evil...” (Matt. 5:39).—Let it be 
understood that the Lord is not address- 
ing the “powers that be” in this passage. 
Other passages deal with them such as 
Romans 13 and 1 Timothy 1. We are 
definitely informed that judges and 
magistrates are God’s servants for our 
benefit. They do not bear the sword 
in vain, they are administrators to in- 
flict punishment upon evildoers. 

The Lord is speaking to His disciples, 
telling them how they can live 
heavenly lives on earth. He gives four 
illustrations, (a) turning the cheek; (b) 
giving the cloak as well as the coat; 
(c) going an extra mile; (d) giving and 
lending freely to others’ needs. 

George Goodman points out in The 
Scripture Union Daily Notes, that, 
“These are not to be carried out liter- 
ally as cast iron rules (see our Lord’s 
example in John 18:22-23), but the 
spirit of love must be there that will 
go to these extremes rather than be 
unkind. (See our Lord’s example in 
Matt. 27:29-31, where He submitted to 
all) .” 


“... what do ye more than others...” 
(Matt. 5:47).—Is more expected of born 
again ones? Yes, a great deal more! 
As we obey these “sayings” of our 
Lord, we manifest the fact that we are 
sons of the Father, who is in Heaven, 
who makes the sun to shine on the 
blatant infidel’s ranch, and sends the 
rain to water the shocking blasphemer’s 
garden. Let us be merciful for He is 
merciful—this is the type of perfection 
wherein is no partiality. 

Wawona, CALIF. 


ee 


At Thy command I go, and, going, I 
am assured that thou wilt conquer by 
me.—C. H. Spurgeon. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, again we have a lesson 

taken from the greatest sermon ever 
preached, the Sermon on the Mount. 
There could not be a more profitable 
text assignment for this entire quar- 
ter’s study; let us make the most of it. 
The one drawback is that it is so rich 
and full of rules for the Christian life 
that we cannot possibly cover them all 
in the brief space of a Sunday school 
lesson. In today’s text, for instance, 
there are seven or eight stiff challenges 
which our Lord lays down, the stiffest 
of all is in the 39th verse of chapter 5. 
“But I say unto you, That ye resist 
not evil: but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him 
the other also.” 


Did you ever do that? Or did you 
ever hear of anyone doing it? It is 
very rare. I think if one can do that, 
he will find it almost easy to give the 
“second coat” (or cloak), or to walk a 
“second mile” with one who has com- 
pelled him to walk the first one, Yet it 
is possible in the strength of the Lord 
(which is definitely promised), and I 
am devoting the rest of this comment 
to telling you I have met a man who 
did it. 

He was a Russian Jew and a very 
talented artist, a contemporary with 
Count Tolstoi, and a friend of his. In 
some way he was converted to Chris- 
tianity (I do not know the details) 
and accepted the Lord Jesus as his 
Messiah and Saviour, but his family, 
two brothers and his wife, were very 
much opposed, doing everything they 
could think of to make him return to 
Judaism. They taunted and cajoled 
him daily, making life so difficult for 
him that he closed his studio in Russia 
and emigrated to America. Landing 
in Philadelphia he opened up an art 
studio and was, on application, received 
into the membership of a Protestant 
church. It was there I learned about 
him. 

In the pastor’s study one day I no- 
ticed a very striking picture on the 
wall. It was the copy of an oil paint- 
ing, the background a battlefield, and 
in the foreground a cannon with a lit- 
tle curl of smoke issuing from the 
muzzle indicating it had just been fired, 
and nearby lay a wounded, or dying 
soldier. Above the soldier, poised in 
the air, was an intended image of 
Christ, looking down upon him, and the 
title of the picture was “Never Alone.” 
The pastor explained to me that it was 
the work of this Jewish artist. The 
American Legion had offered a sum of 
money to any artist in the United 
States or abroad who would paint a 
picture best symbolizing their organi- 
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zation, and this picture had won the 
prize. 

Then he told me the circumstances 
that had led the artist to come to 
America. I said I would like to become 
acquainted with that man, but the pas- 
tor told me the two brothers and wife 
had followed him and had located him 
there in Philadelphia, where they had 
continued their persecution so hotly 
that he had closed his studio and 
slipped away again. He could not tell 
me where he had gone, for he had to 
move out in great secrecy. So I 
thought I would never have the priv- 
ilege of meeting him; but I was mis- 
taken. 

Some months afterward I was in a 
Texas city to conduct a meeting. Dur- 
ing a preparatory meeting, the pastor 
called for voluntary prayers from mem- 
bers of the congregation. One man’s 
prayer impressed me profoundly, and 
although it was in broken English, the 
spirit of it was so humble, so earnest, 
so appealing, that I asked the pastor, 
“Who was that man?” 

He replied something like this: “He 
is a rare and very remarkable char- 
acter—a Russian Jew who was con- 
verted to Christianity while plying his 
profession as an artist in Russia, but 
was so persecuted by his family that 
he came to America. He came here 
from Dallas where he had a studio, but 
his two brothers and his wife traced 
him there and resumed their perse- 
cutions with such vigor that he came 
here and opened a studio, hoping he 
had eluded them. 

“On arriving here he came to see me 
and applied for admission to our 
church, and we gladly received him. 
But they found him again and visited 
him daily with abuse. He was ada- 
mant, and finally one of the brothers 
stepped up close and exclaimed, ‘If you 
are really a follower of that pretended 
Messiah, turn the other cheek!’ and 
gave him a hard slap on the jaw. The 
artist was stunned for an instant, but 
straightened up his shoulders and pre- 
sented the other cheek. The brother 
gave him another resounding slap on 
that jaw. But it was too much for 
them. They turned and left the studio. 
His wife, though, came back and put 
her arms around him—and a little later 
she, too, accepted Christ as her Saviour 
and is now also a member of our 
church.” 

He took me to see the artist next 
day and I counted it a high privilege to 
grasp his hand. Fellows, I never 
thought I would know a man to whom 
that had actually occurred—but this 
time I did. He showed that it can be 
done. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
ve 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 





My Class of Girls 
2, By Vivian D. Gunderson 
HE Golden’ Text for today is Mat- 


thew 5:9: “Blessed are the peace- 
makers, for they shall be called the 
children of God.” God is the great 
peacemaker. If we are His children, we 
should be like Him, that we may be 
called “children of God.” 

God gave His Son to die on the cross, 
so that we might have our sins for- 
given and know peace of conscience. 
He gives peace of heart to those who 
trust and obey Him. 

One of the names of our Saviour is 
Prince of Peace. Some day He will 
reign over this earth, and then there 
will be peace! People will change their 
instruments of war into implements for 
the production of food. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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If we are peacemakers, we are like 
our Heavenly Father, but if we are 
‘troublemakers, we are a dishonor to 
Him. 

Let us read Matthew 5:21-24. Here 
Jesus shows how important it is to be 
at peace with one another. If one of 
the followers of Christ comes with a 
gift for God and then remembers that 
his brother has something against him, 
what should he do? (Go and make 
peace with his brother, and then re- 
turn to offer his gift to God.) Right! 

Verses 25, 26 teach the importance of 
making peace with an enemy, and 
verses 38-48 continue the subject. If 
we followed these instructions, we 
would have very few enemies. The 
only enemies we would have would be 
those who hated us for Christ’s sake. 

We are to rejoice if we are perse- 
cuted because we are Christians, but 
let us be careful not to give people 
any other cause to dislike us. I knew 
a good Christian woman who spoiled 
her testimony by making trouble in- 
stead of making peace. If someone 
said something unkind about her, she 
“blew her top.” Once I tried to show 
her the verses we have just read, but 
she did not read them carefully. She 
said, “Well we’ve got to stand up for 
ourselves.” But you know, girls, the 
Bible does not say that we must stand 
up for ourselves. The verses we have 
just read teach the opposite. 

I am afraid this woman had been 
brought up like some of the children 
who enter our school. I have heard 
parents say to their children, “If any- 
one hits you, hit him right back.” That 
is not Christian and it is not good ad- 
vice. Most fights start with one child 
perhaps accidentally hitting another, 
and then the second boy hitting back 
harder. After years of teaching and 
playground supervision, I can _ testify 
that the child who is quick to hit back 
soon becomes a troublemaker. We have 
seen many children go happily through 
our school, seldom having trouble with 
anyone. Others have fought their way 
through school, making trouble for 
others and most of all for themselves. 
In all cases these are children who say 
that they were told to “hit back.” I 
am afraid that the troublemakers at 
school will be troublemakers when they 
are adults unless they allow the Lord 
to transform them. 

Are we peacemakers in our homes? 
A mechanic tried and tried to drive 
an iron bar through a heavy piece of 
timber. He bored a hole the right size, 
but’ the bar was rusty and the hole 
was rough. Although he pounded away, 
he made little progress. Soon he saw 
that the wood was in danger of split- 
ting. He stopped pounding, knowing 
that if he split the timber, both time 
and money would be wasted. What 
should he do? Suddenly he had an 
idea: He got some oil and oiled the 
bar, then poured some oil into the hole. 
After that he got the iron bar into 
place without any trouble. The oil 
had eased the friction. 

This illustrates what a peacemaker 
can do. We must be careful ourselves 
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not to annoy others; and when they 
are “mad at” someone else, we can 
sometimes ‘help to ease the friction. 
I know a Christian girl named Dorothy, 
who has a great sense of humor. She 
is careful never to use it in a way to 
hurt other people’s feelings. But she 
does use it to lessen friction, whenever 
she can. One day her sister was angry 
with another member of the family. 
As they did dishes together, her sister 
was very glum. Dorothy said pleas- 
antly, “When I look at you tonight I 
am reminded of that hymn that says 
‘Should sevenfold . storms of thunder 
roll.’” Her sister could not help laugh- 
ing and her anger melted away. 

We will close our lesson with learn- 
ing number 4 on the card, “God the 
Son.” What did God say when Jesus 
was baptized? “And, lo a voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3: 
a7). 

Jesus always pleased the Father. If 
we are peacemakers, He will be pleased 
with us. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 


the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Peacemaking Cost Bunyan’s Life. 

The peacemakers ... shall be called 
the children of God (Matt. 5:9, Golden 
Text). John Bunyan undertook, in the 
summer of 1688, to plead the cause of 
a son with an angry father, and at 
length prevailed on the old man not to 
disinherit the young one. This good 
work, as Macaulay says, “cost the be- 
nevolent intercessor his life. He had to 
ride through heavy rain. He came 
drenched to his lodgings on Snow Hill, 
was seized with a violent fever, and 
died in a few days.” “The peacemakers 
who sow in peace reap righteousness.” 
—Sent by William Ewen, Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 


On the Body Only.But I say unto 
you, That ye resist not evil (Matt. 5: 
39). Philip Henry often would quote 
Luther’s story of the two goats that 
met upon a narrow bridge over deep 
water: “They could not go back; they 
durst not fight. After a short parley, 
one of them lay down and let the 
other go over him, and thus no harm 
was done. The moral,” he would say, 
“is easy: Be content if thy person be 
trod upon for peace’s sake; thy per- 
son, I say, not thy conscience.” Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Second Mile and More.—Whosoever 
shall compel thee to go a mile, go with 


him twain (Matt. 5:41). Speaking to 
a gathering of children, a preacher said 
that going the second mile was doing 
more than was. expected of us. Then 
he told the story of a man who went 
home one night and said he hadn't 
much hope for a boy he had taken on 
at the office, because the first thing he 
asked was how much he was expected 
to do. “He'll turn out just like the 
rest of them,” he said. Three nights 
later he said: “That new boy is the 
best boy that ever entered the place, 
and I was wrong in my first judgment 
of him. The first day he did very 
thoroughly all the jobs I told him we 
expected him to do, and because he did 
them so well, they were sooner done 
the next day. Then, when he had fin- 
ished, he came and said, ‘I have. fin- 
ished all that work. Now what can 
I do?’ I gave him another little job, 
and forgot all about him till he came 
into my room to ask, ‘What next?’ 
He’s the first boy we’ve ever had who 
was willing and anxious to do more 
than was expected of him, and I proph- 
esy a great career for him.”—From The 
Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


“It Tastes Better When It’s Shared.” 
—Give to him that asketh thee, and 
from him that would borrow of thee 
turn not thou away (Matt. 5:42). In 
a small mountain community, the water 
supply ran low. One woman, however, 
had a deep well. All day long a friend 
watched as she cheerfully helped with 
the filling of all the buckets and pitchers 
brought to her house. Complimented 
on her glad generosity, she indignantly 
replied, “Why, where in the world is 
there a person mean enough to have 
plenty of water and not be glad to give 
it to anybody that needs it! Seems to 
me like it tastes better when it’s 
shared.” Are we Christians as glad to 
share our “Water of Life’? “Unless 
Christianity is shared, it may not be 
real Christianity at all!” Of course, 
you “can’t no more give somebody 
somepin you ain’t got than come back 
from somewhere you ain’t bin!” as Mrs. 
Patsy Turner quotes the mountain prov- 
erb. When the Samaritan woman 
knew Jesus, she could not rest until 
she had shared her Good News.—From 
Alliance Weekly, Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N.'Y. 


She Loved Her Neighbor.—Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour (Matt. 5:43). <A 
woman in Cape Province, South Africa, 
received the Lord Jesus Christ as her 
Saviour and was given a copy of the 
Scripture Gift Mission publication, Love 
and Obedience. A few days afterward 
she went to a neighbor with whom she 
had not been on speaking terms for a 
few years and witnessed to her. She 
had read in the booklet, “Love thy 
neighbour,” and had acted upon it.— 
From Scripture Gift Mission News Bul- 
letin. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


He Wanted To Share With the Mur- 
derers of His Family.Love your en- 
emies ... do good to them that hate 
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you (Matt. 5:44). A graduate student 
of a theological seminary in China re- 
quested that he be sent to labor in a 
particular field. He said: “My father 
and mother were working in that field 
when the Boxer uprising came. They 
called my father out into the road and 
asked him to deny Christ or be killed. 
He confessed his faith in Christ, and 
they hacked his body to pieces in the 
street. They called my mother out, 
showed what they had done to my fa- 
ther, and threatened her with the same 
treatment unless she denied Christ. She 
said, ‘you may cut my tongue out, if 
you will; I will never use it to deny 
my Lord!’ They cut her tongue out 
and hacked her body to pieces. My 
two little sisters were then brought 
out, put to the same test, and killed 
in the same way. I want to go back 
to that district where my father and 
mother and two sisters testified to their 
faith with their blood, that I may tell 
those people there is no hatred in my 
heart toward them, but I long to have 
them share with me the unspeakable 
blessing of knowing Christ—From Dr. 
Egbert Smith. Sent by J. W. Philp, 
Demorest, Ga. 


Bread of Life, Too—For he maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and- 
on the unjust (Matt. 5:45). Robert S. 
Swanson, bakery executive and former 
chairman of Christian Business Men’s 
Committee International, believed in 
praying when the Lord showed him the 
need. He would say, “Let’s pray about 
that right now!” He died recently, and 
his daughter, Jan, tells how her father 
prayed. “We went downstairs into the 
basement and saw the vast supply of 
flour there, ready to go into the dough. 
He took the handkerchief out of his 
suit-coat pocket, opened it onto the 
floor, and knelt there and thanked God 
for all the flour and for every loaf of 
bread that it would make. When he 
rose he explained that many people 
would not thank God for the bread 
they ate, and he wanted to thank Him 
for those who would not. I can in my 
mind see him kneeling there now, and 
am continually thankful for the love 
and guidance in the ways of the Lord 
that he lived before me.”—From The 
Good News Broadcaster. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. Prize 
illustration. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Peacemakers or Peacebreakers 
(Matt. 5:9, 38-48) 


OES your mother have trouble 
keeping peace between quarreling 
children at home? (Picture of a fight 
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or children quarreling.) Do fights get PASTOR AND in ttral aren updame 
started at play or school? Do you penne lt a 

ever say, “I’ll get even with him for tion gacning > = Fen il "oy No. 975, 
that!” Here is a piece of paper. Write |) aa A ool Times Co., 325° N. 13th St., 
down the quarrels and troubles you 
have had the last few days. Grownups CHRISTIAN TEACHERS NEEDED: 
have such troubles, too. (Call atten- College preparatory Academy in South ites (1) 
tion to recent incidents.) The Lord Choir Director, (2) Latin Teacher. Write Adv. No. 
Jesus even had such troubles among bs yy mga School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., 
His chosen twelve. James and John rites 
asked to sit in the places of honor 
closest to the Lord Jesus when He be- PEWS. PULPIT 2 CHANCEL 
came King. How did Peter and the 
rest feel about that? James and John | U R N. | T UR E 
trying to get ahead of them! (Mark WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
10:35, 41.) Another time James and AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
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who would not let the Lord and them 
stay there overnight: “Lord, shan’t DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 
we get even with them by making 
lightning come down and burn them - 
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up?” (Luke 9:51-54.) One time a man WINDSHIELD STICKERS OFFERED FREE 
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IS THE Bible the infallible Word of God? 


John Murray, Professor of Theology replies: 
It is ours to accept the witness of the Bible, 
for God alone can certify to us the 
character of His own Word. And He 
asserts that all Scripture is God-breathed, 
and as borne by the Holy Spirit men 
spoke from God. And Jesus said, The 


Scripture cannot be broken 


Professor Murray is one of a company 
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does not even say to run away, does it? 
Just act as if it had not happened, even 
if you might get hit again! Which 
would be the harder and braver: to 
keep one’s temper and be sweet about 
it, or to get angry and slap back? Was 
the Lord Jesus ever slapped in the 
face? Did He slap back? or run away? 
or get into a fight about it? (Luke 22: 
63-65.) What do you think He did 
about those foreigners who would not 
let Him stay overnight? (9:56b.) Any 
ideas here for the list on your paper? 

Brothers and sisters are always want- 
ing your things! Mother and Dad may 
make you share. Is that right? Emily, 
read what the Lord told grownups 
about things like that (Matt. 5:40-42). 
Did He mean to let people have even 
more than they ask for? and to do it 
kindly in love? 

Now to come back to the slapper 
and any other mean person—the Lord 
gives a rule for handling him. Ronald, 
read it (vv. 43, 44). Give him the 
love, kind words, kind acts, and prayer 
treatment! Aren’t there some on your 
list for that? The Lord used this treat- 
ment on those who took Him prisoner 
and crucified Him. What did He do 
when Peter pulled out his sword and 
slashed off a man’s ear? He told Peter 
to put his sword up, and then He 
healed the enemy’s ear! (John 18:10, 
11; Luke 22:51.) Listen to His prayer 
on the cross (Luke 23:33, 34). God, 
too, is kind to the bad as well as the 
good. Marilyn, read about that (Matt. 
5:45). 

Anyone can love his own friends and 
treat them nice. To prove you are a 
Christian and belong to God’s family, 
you do something harder than that! 
Frances, read verses 46-48. I think 
that will give you all plenty to work on 
this coming week! Report on your suc- 
cess next Sunday. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


66 HAT is a peacemaker?” Danny 

wanted to know, just after his 

father had read the ninth verse of Mat- 
thew 5 at family worship. 

“Good question, Danny,” his dad re- 

plied. “And before we have prayer, 


let’s take time to see what the Bible. 
Here in this fifth chap- 


says about it. 
ter of Matthew, the Lord Jesus is speak- 
ing about Christians. He says that 
certain kinds of Christians are happy 
(blessed). He wants every child of 
His to be happy and to have satisfac- 
tion in their Christian life. But hap- 
piness and satisfaction come from doing 
and being what He wants us to do and 
to be. He says here that the peace- 
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makers are happy, and that they are 
called ‘the sons of God.’ It is a won- 


derful thing to be called by. others the © 


child of God. By being a ‘peacemaker,’ 
Danny, folks will call. you a child of 
God. Nothing could be finer.” 

“That would be good all right, but 
what is a peacemaker?” 

“Don’t be impatient, Danny. I'll get 
to it. Actually, there are two kinds 
of peacemakers. And it is entirely 
possible for one Christian to be both 
kinds.. The first kind is the more im- 
portant. But the second kind is ab- 
solutely necessary. Twice in the Old 
Testament (cf. Isa. 52:7; Nah. 1:15) and 
once in the New Testament it . says, 
“How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace” (Rom. 
10:15). The Christian is also com- 
manded to have his “feet shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace” 
(Eph. 6:15). God’s good news, the Gos- 
pel, is really the Gospel of peace, 
Danny. When men and women and 
boys and girls hear it and believe it 
and receive it, they immediately have 
a wonderful peace. That is because 
they have the Lord Jesus in their 
hearts. And the Lord Jesus “is our 
peace” (Eph. 2:14). When He comes 
into the believer’s heart, He brings the 
“peace of God, which passeth all un- 
derstanding” (Phil. 4:7). There is only 
one way for people to know about the 
peace of the Lord Jesus. Someone must 
tell them (Rom. 10:13-15). For ex- 
ample, if tomorrow at school you tell 
some of your buddies about the Sav- 
iour, and if, as a result, they receive 
the Saviour for themselves, you have 
brought them the good news of the 
Gospel of peace. So you are a ‘peace- 
maker.’ This is the more important 
kind of peacemaker. 

“However, the other kind of peace- 
maker is absolutely necessary. The 
Lord Jesus said in His Sermon on the 
Mount that the children of God should 
help to make peace every day. You 
know, of course, Danny, that dozens of 
times every day things happen so that 
you can become unhappy yourself or 
else make others unhappy. You can 
get cross because someone pushes you 
in the hall at school. If the person 
pushes you purposely, your natural de- 
sire is to push back. Then you know 
what happens. He pushes you again, 
only harder. And before you know it, 
you’ve got a fight on your hands. Asa 
peacemaker, the thing that you should 
do, when you are pushed the first time, 
is to forget it. And that usually, will 
end it. However, even if he pushes 
you a second time, you should still for- 
get it. This pleases the Lord Jesus 
very much. And it is one way of 
showing your friends that you are like 
Him. 

“The Lord Jesus said, ‘Whosoever 
shall compel thee to go a mile, go with 
him twain.’ In other words, suppose 
I tell you that I want you to clean the 
garage. Maybe you had planned to 
play ball. So you get cross. You do 
as I say, but you are cross and gloomy. 
That displeases the Lord Jesus. But if, 
instead, you clean the garage cheer- 


fully and then, without my asking, you 
clean the cellar, you are a peacemaker 
that brings joy to the heart of the 


Lord Jesus, I know then, by your 
actions—and others know, too—that 
you are a son of God. And nothing 
could be finer than that, Danny!” 





In connection with Next Sunday’s les- 
son, you will enjoy teaching the be- 
loved Gospel hymn, “The Light of the 
World Is Jesus.” You will be happy 
to know that this is beautifully visual- 
ized with each phrase attractively il- 
lustrated. Sixteen pages, size 10 x 14, 
colored cover, plastic bound, $1.10. 
Order from Bible Visuals, Box 93, Mil- 
lersville, Pa. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 333) 

1. The “children of God” (Matt. 5: 
9). 

2. Undue anger (Matt. 5:22). 

3. Reconciliation with his brother 
(Matt. 5:24). 

4. Two of the following: the turning 
of the left cheek, surrendering the cloke, 
going the second mile (Matt. 5:39-41). 

5. Not in the Old Testament, but in 
rabbinical tradition. 

6. Three of the following: love, bless, 
do good to, pray for (Matt. 5:44). 

7. “Be ye therefore perfect” 
“full-grown,” Matt. 5:48). 

8. They had to drink of His cup and 
be baptized with His baptism (Mark 
10:39), ie., to experience suffering and 
death. 

9. Being a servant of God and man 
(Mark 10: 43, 44). 

10. By ministering to men and giving 
His life “a ransom for many” (Mark 
10:45). 

Menta, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 8 
2. A Godly Profile 
(Prov. 31:10-31) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS second topic on the theme, 

“The Christian Family,” fittingly, on 
this Mother’s Day, directs our thoughts 
to the wife and mother in the home. 
Here in this thirty-first chapter of Prov- 
erbs is God’s blueprint for the ideal 
wife and mother. Those of us who 
have been blessed by having a God- 
fearing mother will recognize in this 
description many of the qualities that 
have endeared our mothers to us, and 
we will thank God for her influence in 
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our lives. For the young women in 
your group, here is a pattern that will 
challenge them to the highest and no- 
blest attainments in life, to which, by 
God’s grace, they can attain, and which 
will endear them to their husbands 
and children as can none of the flashy 
and ephemeral accomplishments that 
can be offered by this modern age in 
which we live. For the young men in 
your group, here is the model to be 
kept in mind when choosing a life 
partner and beginning a home of their 
own. 


Notice the value placed upon this 
ideal woman. Rubies (v. 10) were 
treasured in the Orient far above dia- 
monds or any other precious stone. 
Nothing, apart from God Himself, can 
equal the value of a virtuous wife and 
mother in the home, for she ties to- 
gether for good all the persons and in- 
terests in that home, as the verses that 
follow show. 
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One has only to observe the home life 
of acquaintances, or to read the daily 
papers, to see the disturbing and dis- 
quieting effect that a careless, or lazy, 
or evil woman can have upon her 
husband and family. She is not, of 
course, the only source of trouble that 
a family can experience. The husband 
and children can be troublemakers, too, 
but the wife and mother is peculiarly 
the one upon whom peace and har- 
mony and love in the home depend. 
When she fails, disaster follows. When 
she seeks to follow and obey Christ, 
her husband’s heart and mind can be 
at rest (v. 11). There may sometimes 
be problems of meeting expenses and 
other difficulties, but these will not be 
the result of foolish spending and fail- 
ure to economize, for the truly Chris- 
tian homemaker will be careful about 
such things. 
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Notice, also, the emphasis here on 
the industry of the God-fearing home- 
maker. She is not above working with 
her own hands (v. 13). Methods have 
changed since this chapter was written, 
and there is, of course, no virtue in 
employing outmoded ways of doing the 
work of the household, but the prin- 
ciple is the same. The careful wife 
and mother can do much by her own 
work and ingenuity to minister to the 
comfort and well-being of the family, 
and thereby save unnecessary expense. 
She will not demand every new and 
costly gadget and appliance, just to 
make life easy for herself (v. 27), or 
because the “Joneses” have it. How 
many women do you know who would 
be virtually helpless if the electric 
power failed or if precooked food 
could not be obtained from the stores? 

, 4 

But neither is this ideal woman a 
mere household drudge. She not only 
Sees to it that her family is properly 
clothed against the weather (v. 21) 
but she presents herself appropriately 
clothed, making her clothing herself, if 
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necessary (v. 22). Above all, she is 
arrayed in strength and honor (v. 25). 
She not only looks after the physical 
needs of her family but guides and 
directs its higher interests through her 
wisdom and kindness (v. 26). 
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And what reward may this ideal 
housewife and mother expect? Her 
children will bless her, and her hus- 
band will praise her (v. 27). Above all, 
the Lord will honor her among her 
friends and neighbors (v. 31). Few 
God-fearing women would not give 
their all for such compensation. By 
fearing and following the Lord, her 
reputation will be taken care of in a 
far more lasting and satisfying way 
than she could possibly achieve by fol- 
lowing a career or having great beauty, 
or attaining social prestige (vv. 30, 31). 
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“Where can such a paragon be 
found?” the young men will ask. Not 
in the dance hall, or at the movies, or 
on the beach, but in God’s house. Look 
for your life partner at church, or Sun- 
day school, or at a Bible conference. 
“How can I possibly attain such 
heights?” ask the young women. Not 
by night clubbing or running to the 
theater or dance. Find your pleasure 
in wholesome outdoor activities and 
in Christian service and among fellow 
Christians. “Delight thyself also in the 
Lord; and he shall give thee the desires 
of thine heart. Commit thy way unto 
the Lord; trust also in him; and he 
shall bring it to pass. And he shall 
bring forth thy righteousness as the 
light and thy judgment as the noon- 
day” (Psa. 37:4-6). Put God first, 
young men, and trust Him to lead you 
to the young woman of His choice, and 
she will be the right one for you. Put 
God first, young women, and trust Him 
to equip and prepare you to attract 
and love the young man who is in His 
plan for you. Rest in Him, wait pa- 
tiently, and do not fret. ‘ 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Shall a Roman Catholic 
Be President? 


UMEROUS requests from readers 

have urged THE Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times to reprint the article, “Shall a 
Roman Catholic Be President?” by J. 
B. Rowell, Th.D., which appeared in 
the February 6, 1960, issue. 

The Tres is glad to announce that 
reprints are now available postpaid at 
25 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hundred, $6 
for five hundred, or $10 a thousand. 
They are on a single sheet with ample 
room on the reverse side for your 
church or Sunday school or organi- 
zation imprint. The modest cost makes 
possible a wide distribution. 

Address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for the Rowell re- 
print. 


America’s Keswick 
(Continued from second page) 


reaching Keswick, registration rates, 
and other helpful information will be 
sent upon request. 

For registration and information, 
write to the Registrar, Keswick Grove, 
Whiting P.O., N. J. 


Substitute Fund 


There are numbers of Christian peo- 
ple, especially young folks, who would 
like to attend a conference at America’s 
Keswick, but who cannot afford to do 
so. Others who have received blessing 
there are often glad to contribute 
toward the Substitute Fund, to make it 
possible for others to go to Keswick. 

Gifts for this fund should be so desig- 
nated and sent to the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Keswick Grove, Whiting 
P.O., N. J. 
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The Spirit of the Age 
(Continued from page 328) 


be more difficult, it would be well for 
us to think personally of our own dan- 
ger of being captured by the spirit of 
the day, of yielding prayerlessly and 
thoughtlessly to those tendencies which 
do not make for the Kingdom of Christ 
at all. For, after all, it is the present 
tendency of our lives that is the only 
guarantee of our fitness to stand before 
the Son of God when He comes. The 
coming of Christ will just crystallize 
all the fluid tendencies of the common 
life of every day. There are prevailing 
tendencies that are in themselves an 
obvious departure from the faith that 
Jesus proclaimed. 

There are those who say, “Oh, God 
is so merciful; therefore, sin does not 
much matter. A thing is right to me, 
and, therefore it is right.” Is that the 
faith that Christ seeks of those who 
follow Him? No one could teach the 
mercy of God as Jesus taught it, for 
none could know it as He. And no one 
taught the Law of God as He taught it. 
And no one revealed the hideousness 
of sin as He revealed it. 

There is the idea abroad that the 
world can be made better without in- 
dividual regeneration. We are told that 
Christianity, after all, is but one of 
many religions and that what we need 
is not to demonstrate the truth of the 
Gospel of Christ to those who are lost, 
but to show them the good there is in 
these other religions to which they 
give their allegiance. I doubt if there 
is in us as believers a really adequate 
faith in God’s truth and power, else 
we should never be content to sit down 
quietly when these things, which are 
so contradictory, are being said and 
proclaimed. We hear, too, from many 
that the present and the material is all 
that is certain, and it must, therefore, 
be our chief concern. 

There is an indifference to spiritual 
things today. Talk to people about 
Christ and His Word, and they show 
but little interest. But talk to them 
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about the pleasures of this life, and 
they are all alert, and it is not difficult 
to find the real center of interest in 
their lives. “When the Son of man 
cometh, shall he find the faith on the 
earth?” These words indicate to us all 
the need of a very honest and pitiless 
self-judgment, and the need of con- 
stant watchfulness lest we be caught 
by the spirit of the age. 
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My Constant Companion 
(Continued from page 331) 


memory is the art of attention.” When 
we use the notebook method, we neces- 
sarily concentrate and this concentra- 
tion insures retention. 

Now this technique of jotting down 
valuable thoughts can be used outside 
the church as well as at service time 
within its sacred walls. To refer to Mr. 
Moody again, the great man of God 
used to tell clergymen that he would go 
a thousand miles for one great provoca- 
tive idea. Wherever he was, then, he 
was on the alert for new concepts, or 
old ideas freshly clothed. His illustra- 
tive material, clearly apparent in his 
sermons, was the result of a mind quick 
to grasp and a pen quick to record. 

Let me say to young and old Chris- 
tians alike: Get into the habit of keep- 
ing the little loose-leaf book (loose-leaf, 
So you.can carefully file its pages) along 
with your precious Bible. I continue 
this practice and you will rarely find me 
without my book in which to set down 
a word or two from the newspaper, the 
radio, or a well-prepared sermon. To 
be sure, this writer after indefatigable 
preparation, sometimes gazes in blank 
amazement at folk in the pews who 
have no apparent recognition of sublime 
truth, and who sit yawningly impatient 
until the hands of the clock stand on 
the hour and they are reasonably cer- 
tain that the benediction is not too far 
in the offing. To state it mildly, this is 
far from gratifying to a pastor who has 
quarried the granite truths with blood, 
sweat, and tears. 

One thing further—there is a possi- 
bility that you may be an eager beaver 
in the matter of recording good things 
from far and near, while all the time it 
is the head that is being affected, not 
the heart. Write it down—yes! But we 
add with equal emphasis—live it out! 
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What the Bookshelves Show 
(Continued from second page) 


vast meeting, everyone else is seen to 
kneel way down—even the donkey and 
the goat! Later, after the king had 
ordered the miracle three out of the 
furnace, the sight of the bigwigs smell- 
ing, pinching, and puiling hair on the 
three heads to see if it had burned 
loose is quite something. Mrs. Krentel 
has had considerable experience as 
Bible Story’ Lady on the radio in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 


340 (16) 





a 


Ser family “ae 


Worship 















By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 2 to 8 


Mon.—Matthew 5:9, 38-48. 
The Way of Peace. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Blessed are the 
peacemakers. . . . Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and perse- 
cute you.” God who has forgiven us 
far more than we can ever realize, asks 
us to pardon the offenses, and love on 
our knees in prayer them that hate and 
injure us. The Lord Jesus did this, and 
so did His apostles. The grace of God 
is so abundant for this necessity that 
we can suffer all things for Christ’s 
sake, knowing that we thus glorify 
God, and give others the best evidence 
of having the lovely, gentle, and meek 
spirit of our dear Lord Jesus. And 
such a spirit will always marvelously 
help our witness for the Lord. Pray 
for the American Bible Society, New 
York. 


Tuesday.—Matthew 5:21-26. 
Peace in the Heart. 
PrayER Succestions: “If thou bring 
thy gift to the altar, and there re- 
memberest that thy brother hath ought 
against thee; leave there thy gift be- 
fore the altar, and go thy way; first 
be reconciled. to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift.” Keep the 
bonds of brother love tight. If through 
native weakness you give offense to 
another, immediately set the matter 
right by confession; restitution is also 
needed. Broken fellowship with mem- 
bers of the household of faith is so 
serious that the Lord breaks off com- 
munion with the one who does not 
immediately help to heal the breach. 
“Follow peace with all men, and holi- 
ness, without which no man shalll see 
the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). Pray for 
American Seminary of the _ Bible, 
Brooklyn. 


Wed.—Luke 17:1-4. 
Be Willing To Forgive. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Take heed to 
yourselves: If thy brother’ trespass 
against thee, rebuke him; and if he 
repent, forgive him.” Obey the Lord 
quickly and fully on all matters of be- 
havior. Satan watches over your con- 
duct. “Give no place to the Devil.” 
Deal with every sin against you by 
Christians quickly, with a gentle, Scrip- 
tural rebuke, remembering first to re- 
move the “beam” out of your own eye 
so that you ean see clearly to remove 
the “mote” out of the other’s eye. Just 
keep forgiveness ready on your tongue 
for use, wherever admission of injury 











is given you. God has forgiven you 
all your trespasses, so be prompt in for- 
giving injuries. “Forbearing .. . for- 
giving one another” (Col. 3:13). Pray 
for Baptist Bible Seminary, Johnson 
City, N. Y. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 26:1-9. Perfect Peace. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in 
thee.” Only those who steadily trust the 
Lord can have unperturbed, unfluctuat- 
ing peace. One who looks to the Lord 
in faith, because “all things work to- 
gether for good to them .. . who are the 
called according to his purpose” has real 
heart rest. Like Paul he ean say: “I 
would ye should understand, brethren, 
that the things which happened unto me 
have fallen out rather unto the fur- 
therance of the gospel” (Phil. 1:12). 
Peace that surpasseth all misunder- 
standing and “understanding” comes by 
looking unto Jesus its author. Pray for 
Berean Bible School, Allentown, Pa. 


Fri.—Genesis 26:17-25. A Man of Peace. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He removed 
from thence, and digged another well; 
and for that they strove not: and he 
called the name of it Rehoboth; and 
he said, For the Lord hath made room 
for us, and we shall be fruitful in the 
land.” The Lord is pleased with those 
who “seek peace, and pursue it” (Psa. 
34:14). Yielding pacifieth great offenses. 
This should be done where God’s Word 
indicates it should be done. Nip the 
first risings of resentment and strife by 
prayer and obedience to your Lord. 
“If it be possible . . . live peaceably with 
all men” (Rom. 12:18). Pray for Cedar- 
ville College, Cedarville, Ohio. 


Sat.—Psalm 33:10-22. A Nation’s Peace. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord.” Light 
on this text comes to us from Psalm 2: 10- 
12: “Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: 
be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 
Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he 
be angry, and ye perish from the way, 
when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust 
in him.” Pray for Central Conserva- 
tive Baptist Theological Seminary, Min- 
neapolis. 


13:17-21. 
A Benediction of Peace. 


PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Now the God 
of peace, that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great shep- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his 
will, working in you that which is well- 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ; to whom be glory for ever and 
ever, Amen.” This peace is for every 
one of the Good Shepherd’s sheep who 
hear His call and follow Him. Obedi- 
ence to the previous exhortations opens 
the door to all the blessings of this 
benediction (see vv. 1-19). It is either 
benediction or malediction for us all 
(note v..17). Pray for Bryan College, 
Dayton, Tenn. 


Sun.—Hebrews 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





